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To the Honorable Seriate and the House of Representatives
:
I have the honor to submit, in compliance with General Laws, chapter 9,
section 17, the annual report of the transactions of this office for the year
ending November 30, 1928, the returns of the sheriffs of the several coun-
ties of money received by them, and of their attendance upon a court of
record and the county commissioners ; a report showing the aggregate vote,
both affirmative and negative, on every act or part of an act which shall
have been referred by the General Court for acceptance or rejection to the
voters of the Commonwealth or of any part thereof, or to the city council
of any city, during the calendar year 1928; and a record of the work of
this Department in respect to public records under chapter 66 of the
General Laws.
There is also presented, in compliance with General Laws, chapter 221,
section 24, as amended, abstract and tabular statements of the returns of
the clerks of the courts for the several counties and the clerks of the
Superior Court for civil and for criminal business in Suffolk county; as
to civil cases, the number of law, equity, and divorce cases pending at the
beginning of each year in the superior court for their respective counties,
the number of each of said classes of cases entered during the year,
the number of cases of each class disposed of in previous years and
brought forward this year, the number of law cases transferred to equity,
and the number of equity cases transferred to law, the number of jury,
without jury, equity, and divorce cases disposed of during the year, the
number of each of these four classes of cases pending at end of the year,
the number of each of these classes of cases tried during the year (not
including number in which issues were tried to a jury), the number of
equity cases in which issues were tried to a jury, the number of jury,
without jury, equity, and divorce cases awaiting trial at end of the year,
the number of each of said classes of cases marked inactive during the
year under rule of the court, and the number of each of said classes of
cases marked inactive at any time, pending at end of the year, and sub-
ject to dismissal under the rule, and the number of days during which
court has sat for hearings or trials with jury and without jury; and, as
to criminal cases, the number of such cases remaining at the first of each
year in the superior court for their respective counties, the number of
indictments returned during the year, the number of appealed cases en-
tered during the year, the number of actions on bail bonds or recogniz-
ances entered, the number disposed of in previous years which have been
brought forward for redisposition, the number of cases disposed of during
the year, the number of cases remaining at end of the year, the number
of cases tried during the year, the number awaiting trial at end of the
year, and the number of days during which the court has sat in their re-
spective counties for trials, hearings, or dispositions.
Receipts and Expenditures
The following table shows, in detail, receipts from fees, etc., all of which
were paid into the treasury daily, and quarterly reports thereof made to
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the Governor and Council, as required by General Laws, chapter 9, sec-
tion 1:
—
Commissions
Corporation Certificates
Limited Partnerships
Labels, Trade-marks, etc.
Sale of Books .
Certificates
Military Records
Copies
:
Corporations
Archives
Miscellaneous
Vital Statistics
Advance Sheets
Miscellaneous
$6,535 60
7,502 02
810 54
476 00
$14,700 00
519,073 56
252 00
6,275 00
43,811 80
1,834 00
193 20
14,037 62
1,286 54
$601,463 72
The total expenses for salaries and incidentals during the year v^ere
$125,581.53. It appears, therefore, that there was turned into the treas-
ury of the Commonwealth $475,882.19 over the office expenses.
Commissions
The number of commissions issued during the year ending November
30, 1928, was 3,184 (a decrease of 103 from the preceding year), of which
232 were without fee and 79 became void by reason of the failure of the
appointees to take out the commissions or to qualify thereunder. The
different classes were as follows:
—
Notaries public 2,364
Justices of the peace 555
Special district police officers 21
Trustees, commissioners, etc 101
Public warehousemen 29
Justices of the peace to solemnize marriages 10
Public administrators 22
Masters in chancery 15
Medical examiners 13
Clerks, municipal and district courts 13
Commissioners in other States 5
Justices and special justices, municipal and district courts 8
Associate medical examiners 13
Justices of the peace to issue warrants and take bail ... 1
Trial justices 4
Commissioners to qualify public officers 2
Ballot Law Commissioner 1
Board of Police, Fall River 2
Finance Commissioner, City of Boston 1
Commissioners in Foreign Countries 1
Justice, Superior Court 1
Sheriff 2
3,184
Certificates to the number of 8,431 were issued, of which 1,335 were
for certificates for which no fees are charged.
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Corporation Division
(Rooms 332 and 333)
The total number of certificajtes of incorporation issued under General
Laws to new corporations for the fiscal year ending November 30, 1928,
was 3,029—an increase of three hundred and nineteen as compared with
the fiscal year ending November 30, 1927. They were classified as
follows :
—
Trading corporations (under General Laws, chapter 156, section 12) 2,725
Religious, charitable, social, educational, musical, athletic, etc., cor-
porations (under General Laws, chapter 180, section 3) 210
Fraternal beneficiary corporations (under General Laws, chapter
176, section 9) 23
Churches (under General Laws, chapter 67, section 51) . 27
Credit unions (under General Laws, chapter 171, section 3) . 29
Co-operative banks (under General Laws, chapter 170, section 5) 4
Insurance companies (under General Laws, chapter 175, section
49) 5
Trust companies (under General Laws, chapter 172, section 10) . 3
Street railway company (under General Laws, chapter 161, section
136) 1
Safe deposit company (under General Laws, chapter 158, section 2) 1
Electric company (under General Laws, chapter 164, section 5) . 1
The number of miscellaneous certificates filed and recorded was
20,428—an increase of 381 as compared with the fiscal year ending No-
vember 30, 1927. Of these, 15,179 were certificates of condition of Massa-
chusetts corporations (under General Laws, chapter 158, section 37 and
chapter 156, section 47) ; 2,725 were articles of organization of trading
corporations (under General Laws, chapter 156, section 12) ; 210 were
certificates of religious, charitable, social and other organizations (under
General Laws, chapter 180) ; 779 were certificates of issue of capital
stock of trading corporations (under General Laws, chapter 156, sections
16 and 17), and the others were distributed among 24 different classes.
The number of miscellaneous certificates filed was 2,099, of which 1,993
were certificates of condition of foreign corporations (under General
Laws, chapter 181, section 12), and the others were divided among 13
other classes.
There were issued 37 certificates of change of name of corporations
(under General Laws, chapter 155, section 10, and chapter 180, section
11).
Returns were received of the dissolution of 25 corporations by the
Supreme Judicial and Superior Courts.
Under the act relating to the incorporation of clubs, charters were re-
fused in 18 cases, 8 charters declared void, and 15 applications for in-
corporation withdrawn. Under the law relative to change of name of
clubs, one such application was withdrawn.
Limited partnership certificates to the number of 27 were filed and
recorded.
In the Corporation Division, 3,406 certified copies of the records and
certificates were supplied—an increase of 337 as compared with the fiscal
year ending November 30, 1927.
Labels, Trade-Marks, etc.
(Room 333) *
By General Laws, chapter 110, section 8, which relates to the adoption
and registration of labels, trade-marks, stamps and forms of advertise-
ment, the duty is placed upon the Secretary of the Commonwealth of re-
ceiving, filing and recording such labels, etc., and of issuing and record-
ing certificates of record. Under this law, labels, trade-marks, stamps and
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forms of advertisement were received, and certificates of record issued
and recorded, in 241 cases.
Under General Laws, chapter 110, section 8, which provides for the
assignment of labels, trade-marks, stamps and forms of advertisement,
10 assignments were received, and certificates of registration issued and
recorded.
Insignia of Societies and Labor Unions
(Room 333)
General Laws, chapter 110, section 9, provides for the registration in
this office of the insignia, ribbons, badges, rosettes, buttons and emblems
of societies, associations and labor unions. Four registrations were re-
ceived which have been included with the number of labels above given,
under General Laws, chapter 110, section 8.
Marks and Devices on Cans, etc.
(Room 333)
Under General Laws, chapter 110, section 21, as amended by chapter 37,
Acts of 1924, which provides for the protection of dealers and consumers
against the unlawful use and destruction of milk and ice cream cans,
jugs, bottles, jars, tubs or cabinets, 17 descriptions of marks, devices, etc.,
were received and filed.
Vital Statistics Division (Room 334)
Under the provisions of General Laws, chapter 46, section 17, returns
of births and marriages from 355 cities and towns and births from the
State Infirmary at Tewksbury, for the year 1927, which were received in
1928, cover 82,273 births, and 30,408 marriages, a decrease of 1,229
births and 176 marriages, as compared with the returns of 1926.
Under the provisions of the same law 49,324 certified copies of records
of deaths were received, covering the period from January 1, 1927 to
December 31, 1927, a decrease of 3,564 as compared with the returns of
1926.
Medical examiners' returns for 1927 cover 7,469, a decrease of 179 as
compared with the returns for 1926.
Returns by clerks of courts and registers of probate of the decrees
of divorce for 1927 number 4,026, a decrease of 18 as compared with the
returns for 1926.
These figures are fully compiled and analyzed in the annual registra-
tion report for 1927 (Public Document No. 1), and available September
15, 1928.
During the year 2,715 certificates of birth, 985 certificates of marriage
and 874 certificates of death were issued, a total of 4,574. Fees re-
ceived from these certificates amounted to $810.54.
6,174 abstracts of birth records for school, employment and pension
purposes were issued without charge.
There were 3,184 delayed records of birth and corrections of birth
records received; 58 corrections of marriage and 15 corrections of death
records were also received.
Naturalization Returns
Under the provisions of General Laws, chapter 220, section 19, returns
were received of the naturalization of 3,893 persons before the superior
courts of the Commonwealth during the year 1927, an increase of 1,564
as compared with the returns of 1926. These returns were indexed and
,
bound in convenient form for reference, as required by law.
Changes of Names of Persons
The returns of 1,309 names, changed in 1927 as decreed by the several
probate courts, were received and filed in compliance with the require-
ments of General Laws, chapter 210, section 12.
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Archives Division (Room 438)
There have been made during the past fiscal year 194 military certifi-
cates, 35 typewritten copies, and 1,075 photostatic copies (totalling 21,827
prints) of legislative records and files, manuscripts, maps, corporation
records, finger prints, soldiers' discharges, etc.; and the following fees
were received: military certificates, $194.70; typewritten copies, $31.75;
and photostatic copies, $7,468.77; totalling $7,695.22.
Reproduction of Archives
Proceeding as rapidly as can be expected with increasing demand for
photostatic work.
Photostat
Constantly employed reproducing archives, maps, manuscripts, cor-
poration records, etc.
Rebinding of Archives
Owing to unsettled conditions no volumes have been bound this year.
Further Protection of the Archives
Owing to there having been three fires within a few years in that por-
tion of the State House in which the Archives (from 1625 to date) is lo-
cated, effective measures should be taken for further safeguarding the
greatest collection (from a legal and historical standpoint) in America.
With the lessons of New York and West Virginia before us (in which
the Archives and State Library were practically destroyed), a collection
which cannot be replaced and commercially is worth at least two million
dollars should be guarded carefully.
House Jourmils, 1715-1780
Vol. IX, 1729-1731, reprinted by the Massachusetts Historical Society,
has been purchased and distributed by the Document Division. (Chap.
413, Acts of 1920, and Chap. 164, Acts of 1922.)
Vital Records to 1850
Rowley, compiled by Essex Institute, and Nantucket (deaths) and
Taunton (marriages), compiled by the New England Historic Genealogi-
cal Society, have been purchased and distributed by the Document Divi-
sion. (Chap. 562, Acts of 1920, and Chap. 199, Acts of 1922.)
Insolvency Files and Records
Under Chap. 161, Acts of 1928, the insolvency files and records of Suf-
folk County are to be deposited in this office and will be placed in the
Archives storeroom. Room 46, in the annex basement. As it will require
150 metal transfer cases, costing approximately $650, to care properly for
the same, an appropriation of $800 will be needed to cover the cost of
cases, labor and necessary changes in the arrangement of said storeroom,
No. 46.
Public Document Division (Room 118)
During the year 1928 the following publications were received for
distribution through the Public Document Division: 64,385 volumes of
the Public Document Series, representing 74 reports of the several state
j
departments, boards and commissions; 9,500 copies of the pamphlet
I
edition of the session laws; 9,000 copies of the bound edition of the ses-
I
sion laws, commonly called the Blue Book; 600 copies each of the Senate
and House Journals, total, 1,200 copies (from the Sergeant-at-Arms) ; 454
copies each of the Massachusetts Reports, Nos. 257, 258, 259 and 260,
total, 1,816 copies; 650 copies of the Sixty-second Annual Encampment,
Department of Massachusetts, G. A. R., 1928 ; 900 copies of the Proceed-
ings of the Twenty-seventh Annual Encampment, Department of Massa-
chusetts, U. S. W. v., 1926; 900 copies of the Proceedings of the Twenty-
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eighth Annual Encampment, Department of Massachusetts, U. S. W. V.,
1927; 1,800 copies of the Annual Proceedings, The American Legion, De-
partment of Massachusetts, 1927 ; 800 copies of the Annual Proceedings
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars, Department of Massachusetts, 1927;
350 copies each of Nantucket Deaths, Vol. 5, Taunton Marriages and Row-
ley Vital Records, total, 1,050 copies; 300 copies of the Journals of the
House of Representatives, Vol. 9, 1729-31; 30 copies of the 1927 report
of the Finance Commission for the City of Boston, which copies were
received from the above commission
; 10,000 copies of the Manual for the
Instruction of Applicants for the Police Service of Cities and Towns in
Massachusetts; 1,000 copies of the reprint of Volume 1 of the publica-
tion "Birds of Massachusetts and Other New England States;" 7,500
copies of Volume 2 of the publication ''Birds of Massachusetts and Other
New England States;" 600 copies of the Statutes Relating to Credit
Unions, amended to Dec. 31, 1927; 1,000 copies of the Opinions of the At-
torneys-General, Vol. 6, 1921-22; 50 copies of the 1927 report of the Fi-
nance Commission for the City of Lowell, which copies were received
from the above commission; 4,000 copies of the Laws Relating to Insur-
ance and Insurance Companies, 1927 ; 4,000 copies of the 1928 amend-
ments to the Laws Relating to Insurance and Insurance Companies; 1,000
copies of the Bradford's History of Plimoth Plantation;—making a
grand total of 121,481 volumes that have passed through this division
during the year.
Division of Public Records (Room 252)
Inspections
Under the provisions of General Laws, chapter 66, section 1, there
have been made by the Supervisor of Records during the year 1928 in-
spections of the care, custody, condition and protection against fires of
the public records of the departments and offices of the counties, cities
and towns as follows:
Acton, Adams, Alford, Andover, Arlington, Ashburnham, Ashby, Ash-
field, Athol, Attleboro, Avon, Ayer, Barre, Becket, Belchertown, Belling-
ham, Berkley, Berlin, Bernardston, Blackstone, Blandford, Bolton, Brain-
tree, Buckland, Cambridge, Canton, Carver, Charlemont, Chelsea, Chester,
Chesterfield, Chicopee, Cohasset, Colrain, Cummington, Dalton, Dana,
Dedham, Deerfield, Dighton, Dunstable, Egremont, Enfield, Erving, Ever-
ett, Fitchburg, Florida, Foxborough, Franklin, Freetown, Gardner, Goshen,
Granby, Granville, Great Barrington, Greenwich, Groton, Hadley, Halifax,
Hanson, Hardwick, Hatfield, Haverhill, Heath, Hingham, Hinsdale, Hol-
brook, Holden, Holyoke, Hubbardston, Hudson, Huntington, Kingston,
Lakeville, Lancaster, Lanesborough, Lawrence, Lenox, Leominster, Leverett,
Leyden, Lincoln, Lowell, Lunenburg, Lynn, Maiden, Marblehead, Maynard,
Medford, Melrose, Methuen, Middleborough, Middlefield, Millville, Mon-
roe, Monson, Monterey, Mount Washington, New Ashford, New Braintree,
New Marlborough, New Salem, Newburyport, North Andover, North
Attleborough, Northbridge, Norwood, Orange, Palmer, Pembroke, Pep-
perell, Petersham, Phillipston, Plainfield, Plainville, Plympton, Prince-
ton, Quincy, Randolph, Raynham, Rehoboth, Revere, Richmond, Rowe,
Royalston, Russell, Sandisfield, Scituate, Seekonk, Sharon, Sheffield, Shel-
burne, Shirley, Shutesbury, Somerset, Somerville, South Hadley, South-
wick, Springfield, Stockbridge, Stoughton, Stowe, Sudbury, Swansea,
Taunton, Templeton, Tolland, Townsend, Tyringham, Uxbridge, Wake-
field, Walpole, Warwick, Wayland, Wendell, West Stockbridge, West-
borough, Westford, Westhampton, Westminister, Weston, Westwood,
Weymouth, Williamsburg, Williamstown, Winchendon, Winthrop, Wo-
burn, Worthington, Wrentham.
During the year 39 vaults and 8 safes have been approved by this office.
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Fires
On the evening of February 2, 1928, fire broke out in the business cen-
tre of Fall River, threatening the City Hall. A water curtain saved the
hall and its contents. The offices of the State Income Tax Bureau in the
Buffington Building were destroyed and many returns were lost. On
the evening of February 10, the offices of the District Court of Western
Norfolk, at Franklin, were destroyed by fire. No records were lost. On
February 29, the Town Hall at Buckland was burned. The records were
removed to safety.
On June 4, the store of the Treasurer and Collector of Westport was
destroyed by fire and some of his records were lost.
On November 15, the Memorial Town Hall at Shelburne was destroyed
by fire. The vault preserved its contents intact ; water damaged some law
books on the shelves in the court room.
City Halls
The City of Chicopee is erecting an annex to the present City Hall.
Town Halls
The Memorial Municipal Building at Norwood and the Town Office
Building at Weymouth are completed and occupied. The town halls at
Winthrop and Westborough are nearing completion and will soon be
ready for occupancy. Alterations have been made during the year on
the following town halls: Andover, Arlington, Cohasset, Methuen, North-
bridge, Randolph, Sharon and the Reading Electric Light Department by
the construction of vaults. Plans are prepared for a new town hall for
Gay Head.
District Courts
A new District Court Building is being erected at Gardner. Improve-
ments are being made at the District Court at Brockton.
Repairing and Binding
Records have been repaired and rebound during the year for the towns
of Halifax, Marblehead and Stockbridge; also for the counties of Bristol,
Hampden, Hampshire and Suffolk.
Typewriter Ribbons and Stamping Pads
A number of typewriter ribbons are now being tested and if approved,
will be published in our next list.
Legislative Counsel and Agents' Expenses
In compliance with the provisions of General Laws, Chapter 3, Sections
39 to 50 inclusive, relative to legislative counsel and agents' expenses in-
curred or paid in connection with the promoting or opposing of legisla-
tion during the last session of the General Court there were 257 entries
made in the dockets, an increase of 47 as compared with 1927.
Returns covering 251 of these entries were received in this office from
persons, corporations or associations employing legislative counsel or
agents. Six failed to file returns and were therefore reported to the At-
torney General. Forty-three returns appeared to be irregular or defec-
tive, forty-one of which were later corrected. It therefore was necessary
to report the remaining two returns to the Attorney General as required
by law.
The total amount reported as paid to legislative counsel and agents was
$83,877.24, in addition to this $2,950 represented annual salaries or re-
tainers apportioned and $38,700 unapportioned. Twenty-seven employ-
ers stated that they paid nothing.
Proclamations
The proclamations of His Excellency the Governor for the observance
of Lincoln Day, Arbor and Bird Day, Flag Day and Thanksgiving Day
were printed and distributed under the direction of this office.
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Of the Lincoln Day Proclamations 11,000 copies were distributed to
churches, schools, institutions, patriotic societies, postmasters and city
and town clerks. Of the Arbor and Bird Day and American Forest Week
proclamations 10,000 copies were mailed to churches, schools, granges,
agricultural societies, institutions, postmasters and city and town clerks.
Flag Day proclamations to the number of 11,000 were mailed to churches,
schools, postmasters, patriotic societies, institutions and city and town
clerks, and 10,000 Thanksgiving proclamations were sent to churches,
schools, postmasters and city and town clerks.
In addition to the above, proclamations were printed and distributed as
follows: For the observance of Spanish War Memorial Day afid Maine
Memorial Day, February 15, 1928, 11,000 copies were printed and mailed
to churches, schools, institutions, patriotic societies, postmasters and
city and town clerks. Fire Prevention Week was designated to include
the week of October 7, 1928 and 6,300 copies of the Governor's proclama-
tion were distributed to the fire chiefs of the Commonwealth for churches,
schools and post offices. For the observance of **The Safety Period" the
Governor issued a proclamation and 15,000 were distributed to churches,
schools, postmasters, patriotic societies, institutions and city and town
clerks. Of the number printed 4,000 were given to the Registrar of Motor
Vehicles to be distributed by that official. "The Safety Period," so called,
included October 15 to November 30, 1928. For the observance of Armis-
tice Day, November 11, 1928, 11,000 proclamations were distributed to
schools, churches, institutions, patriotic societies, postmasters and city
and town clerks.
Proclamations were also issued by the Governor to the press in ob-
servance of " Be Kind to Animals Week," April 16 to 21, 1928. Sunday,
April 15, 1928, was also designated in proclamations as ''National Humane
Sunday."
Commutations, Respites, Requisitions, etc.
The number of respites and extensions thereof from death sentence
made out and issued during the year was 1; commutations, 2; requisi-
tions upon other States, 241; upon the Secretary of the United States
Navy, 2; extradition requests upon foreign countries, 2; and warrants
issued upon requisitions from other states, 36.
Rules and Regulations of State Departments
By chapter 30, section 37, General Laws, certain rules and regulations
of departments, commissions, boards or officials vested by law with the
power to make and issue rules and regulations general in scope, and to
be observed or performed under penalty for the violation thereof, shall not
take effect until attested copies thereof have been filed with the Secretary
of the Commonwealth. Under this law rules and regulations were filed
by the following departments during the year 1928 : Department of Agri-
culture, Department of Banking and Insurance, Department of Civil
Service and Registration, Department of Conservation, Department of
Labor and Industries, Department of Public Health, Department of Pub-
lic Safety and Department of Public Works.
Miscellaneous
The two reports from this office which form a part of the Public Docu-
ment series, namely. Returns of Births, Marriages, Divorces, and Deaths
(Public Document No. 1) and Returns of Assessed Polls, Registered
Voters and Persons who voted, etc. (Public Document No. 43) have
been made, as required by law.
FREDERIC W. COOK,
Secretary of the Commonwealth.
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